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 Contemporary Cults 
 
 C H 612 
 Kenneth J. Collins, Professor 
 
 
I.  General Purpose: 
 
To help students gain a basic knowledge of the history and doctrines of the major 
religious cults extant in America so that they may: a) honestly and forthrightly refute 
their witness and b) effectively present the Gospel to those who have accepted their 
teachings. 
 
II. Specific Objectives: 
 
1. To define cultism and identify its most prominent  characteristics. 
 
2. To understand the basic outline of the history and teachings of selected cults by 
becoming familiar with its literature and teachings.  
 
3. To use these basic tools not only polemically but evangelistically as well in 
bringing cultists back to Christ and Christian truth. 
 
4. To act intelligently, wisely and scripturally in every situation where we can 
minister pastorally to persons--especially young people--who are confused or 
threatened with confusion by the appeal of a cult.  
 
III. Requirements and the Basis for Grading 
 
1.Completion of a major research paper on some significant  aspect of the history, 
doctrine, or polity of a contemporary cult.  40% of the grade.  
2.Two examinations: a mid-term and a final. 50% of the grade. 
3. Class participation and attendance. 10% of the grade. 
4. A reading report totalling 1,500 pages which includes the textbooks as well as any 
collateral reading.  
 
IV. Texts: 
 
 Tucker, Ruth. Another Gospel: Alternative Religions and the ew Age Movement. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1989. 
 
 McGrath, Alister E. Understanding Doctrine: What it is and Why it Matters. Grand 
Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1990 
 
 Sire, James W. Scripture Twisting: Twenty Ways the Cults Misread the Bible.  
Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1980. 
 
V.  Topical Outline: 
 
 I.  Introduction 
 
 II. The Importance of Doctrine 
 
 III. Definitions: What is a Cult? 
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 IV.  The Significance of Language 
 
 V.   Psychological Aspects of Cults 
 
 VI.  The History and Doctrine of Various Cults and Religious  Movements 
 
  A. Jehovah's Witnesses 
  B. Christian Science 
  C. Unity School of Christianity 
  D. Mormonism 
  E. Spiritism 
  F. The Theosophical Society 
  G. Swedenborgianism 
  H. The Bahai Faith 
  I. The Nation of Islam (Black Muslims) 
  J. Herbert W. Armstrong  
  K. The Unification Church 
  L. The New Age Movement 
 
VI.  Bibliography: 
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Appel, Willa. Cults in America: Programmed for Paradise. New York,  NY: Henry 
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Bach, Marcus. Strange Sects and Curious Cults. New York: Dorset  Press, 1990. 
 
Breese, Dave. Know the Marks of the Cults. Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, ? 
 
Bromely, David G., and Anson D. Shupe. `Moonies' in America: Cult,  Church, and 
Crusade. Beverly Hills: Sage Publications, 1979. 
 
Bromley, David, and Anson Shupe. Strange Gods: The Great American  Cult Scare. 
Boston: Beacon Press, 1982. 
 
Burrell, Maurice C., and J. Stafford Wright. Today's Sects. 2nd  edition ed. Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Baker Book House, 1983. 
 
Bussell, Harold. By Hook or By Crook: How Cultists Lure Christians.  :McCracken Press, 
1993. 
 
Bussell, Harold L. Unholy Devotion: Why Cults Lure Christians.  Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Zondervan Publishing Corp., 1983. 
 
Collins, John J. The Cult Experience: An Overview of Cults, Their  Traditions and Why 
People Join Them. Springfield, Illinois:  Charles C. Thomas, 1991. 
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Davies, Eryl. Truth Under Attack: Cults and Contemporary Religions.  Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing  Co., 1990. 
 
Dean, Roger A. Moonies: A Psychological Analysis of the Unification  Church. Cults and 
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Decker, Ed, and Ron Carlson. Fast Facts on False Teachings.  Ventura, California: 
Harvest House, 1995. 
 
Dumont, Larry E., and Richard I. Altesman. A Parent's Guide to  Teens and Cults. 
Summit, New Jersey: PIA Press, 1989. 
 
Durham, Deanna. Life Among the Moonies: Three Years in the Unifi cation Church. 
Plainfield, New Jersey: Logos International, 1981. 
 
Edwards, Christopher. Crazy for God. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey:  Prentice Hall, 1979. 
 
Eisenberg, Gary D., ed. Smashing the Idols: A Jewish Inquiry into  the Cult 
Phenomenon. Northvale, New Jersey: Aronson, 1988. 
 
Ellwood, Robert S., and Harry Partin. Religious and Spiritual  Groups in Modern America. 
New York: Prentice Hall, 1988. 
 
Enroth, Ronald. Evangelizing the Cults: How to Share Jesus with  Children, Parents, 
eighbors, & Friends Who are Involved in a  Cult. Ann Arbor, Michigan: 
Servant Publications, 1990. 
 
Enroth, Ronald et al. A Guide to Cults and ew Religions. Downers  Grove, Illinois: 
InterVarsity Press, 1983. 
 
Enroth, Ronald M. Why Cults Succeed Where The Church Fails. Elgin,  Illinois: 
Brethren Press, 1985. 
 
Franz, Raymond. Crisis of Conscience. Atlanta: Commentary Press,  1983. 
 
Galanter, Marc. Cults: Faith, Healing and Coercion. New York:  Oxford University 
Press, 1989. 
 
---, ed. Cults and ew Religious Movements: A Report of the  Committee on Psychiatry 
and Religion of the American Psychi atric Association. Washington, D.C.: 
American Pyschiatric  Press, Inc., 1989. 
 
Groothuis, Douglas R. Unmasking the ew Age. Downers Grove,  Illinois: InterVarsity 
Press, 1986. 
 
Hamiliton, Sue, and John Hamiliton, eds. The Death of a Cult  Family: Jim Jones. Days of 
Tragedy Series. Minneapolis,  Minnesota: Abdo and Daughters, 1989. 
 
Hassan, Steven. Combatting Cult Mind Control. Rochester, Vermont:  Inner Tradition 
International, Ltd., 1990. 
 
Hopkins, Joseph M. The Armstrong Empire. Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1974. 
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Hutchinson, Janis. Out of the Cults and into the Church: Under standing and Encouraging 
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Kyle, Richard. The Religious Fringe: A History of Alternative  Religions in America. 
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Lane, David C. Understanding Cults and Spiritual Movements. The  Complete Edition ed. 
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Laxer, Mark E. Take Me for a Ride: Coming of Age in a Destructive  Cult. : Outer Rim 
Press, 1993. 
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Christians. Ventura, California: Harvest House,  1992. 
 
MacHovec, Frank J. Cults and Personality. Springfield, Illinois:  Charles C. Thomas, 
Pub., 1989. 
 
Magnani, Duane. The WatchTower Files: Dialogue with a Jehovah's  Witness. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota: Bethany House, 1983. 
 
Marrs, Texe. ew Age Cults and Religions. Austin, Texas: Living  Truth Pubs., 1990. 
 
Martin, Paul R. Cult-Proofing Your Kids. Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Zondervan, 1993.  
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Melton, J. Gordon. The Encyclopedia of American Religions. 2 vols.  Wilmington, North 
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